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To be Continued TurEspays and FRIDAYS. 





How happy is the harmlefs Country Maid, 
Who, rich by Nature, fcorns fuperfluous Aid ; 
Whofé modeft Cloaths no wanton Eyes invite, 


But, like ber Soul, preferve their native White ? 


Rofcem. 
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 7. 1733. 





MG HERE are feveral Qualifications 
that become both Sexes, which do 
not rife fo high as. to deferve the 
Name of Virtues, and yet are not 
indifferent in themfelves. They 
8H are like the finifhing Touches of a 
Painter (after both Likenefs and 
Attitude are taken) which heighten, and add a 
Grace to the whole, without being, properly fpeak- 
ing,. either Drawing or Colouring. ‘The French, 
whofe natural Politenefs fhews itfelf in all things, 
compliment them with the Title of Les petites Mo- 
rales, or The leffer Virtues. Among thefe, Cleanli- 
nefs is not the leaft coniiderable. 





TuHE following Letter complains fo pathetically 
of a Difappointment in a Party of Pleafure, entirely 
owing to a Neglect of this /effer Virtue, that I can’t 
help publifhing it, for che fake of Thofe among the 
Fair Sex, who prefer Finery to Cleanline/s, and that 
take more Pains, as my Correfpondent juftly ob- 
ferves, to hide their Dirt, than the cleaning of it 
wou'd have taken. 


= January 3. 1734. 
Mr. Prompter, 


" BENG of a very gay Difpofition, and having 
° a natural Inclination for the Company of 
“ Ladies, among whom I always endeavour to make 
“ my felf agreeable ; I have the Return I expect 
“ from them, and am frequently invited to their 
“ Parties. I was, the other Night, defir’d to make 
“ one at an Entertainment of Dancing ; and when 
“ my Turn ‘came, I fingled out a Lady that I 
“ thought the prettieft Woman there, for my Part- 
“ ner. She was neither fhort, nor tall, but well- 
“ fhap’d, Black Hair, with a freth Complexion, 
“ and danc’d extremely well ; in fhort, I thought I 


“ fhould have been happy for {ome Hours. I fuppofe 


“ you may have forgot the way of thefe Parties, 
“ therefore I muft tell you, that in myTurn I fat down 
“ with my Partner, to reft our Legs, and exercife 
“ our Tongues; but how was I miftaken! I fat 
“ by a pretty Woman, who was quite filent, unlefs 
¢ T join’d in her Remarks upon the Drefs of each 
“ Lady in Company: Thinking this fort of Con- 
“¢ verfation might foon be brought to a Conclu- 
“ fion, there being but ten Ladies in Company, I 
<< patiently heard all her Obfervations, and was theri 
© going to introduce another Subject; but I found 
“ her as ski/ful in the Drefs of the Gentlemen; 
“¢ and that I was to undergo the fame fort of Dif- 
“ courfe, till fhe had examin’d and criticized ev 

« Man in Company: This over, I thought my felf 
“ happy, and made a fecond Attempt, but with 
“ the fame ill Succefs ; for fhe then was going to en- 
“ tertain me with her Remarks, how each Parti- 
“ cular ought to have been drefs'd, to have ap- 
<< pear’d, as fhe exprefs’d herfelf, Genteel ; but I 
“ could hold out no longer, and defir’'d to dance, 
“ and took that Occafion of examining the Drefs 
“ of one who appear’d fo knowing in the Drefs 
“ of others. I don’t pretend to find Fault with 
«¢ what I don’t _underftand, therefore fhall briefly 
“ tell you, her Drefs was every-way fine and coftly, 
« and would better have fuited a Birth-Day Ap- 
“ pearance at Court, than the Exercife of a Dapcing 
“¢ Bout. 





“ We had not danced long, before the defired to 
“ fit down, when accidentally taking out my Snuff- 
“ box, fhe pull’d off a very white Glove, and dif= 
“ covered a very dirty Hand, and Nails tipp’d with 
“ Ebouy: I leave you to judge whether I was fur- 
< prized or no, at this new Difcovery; for the 


<< Jeaft I expected was Cleanlinefs under fo much 
“ Finery. 


“< WE now grew more familiar, and fhe would 
« have made me happy in a Converfation ry 
44 





“her Fan, but that brought her Mouth fo wear 


“ my Nofe, that the Happinefs intended, was greater 
“ than I could bear ; and to prevent her {peaking 
“ any more full in my Face, [ turn’d~ to whifper 
“ in her Ear, but I found from their Appearance, 
< that it was impoflible they could have been fen- 
“ fible of either Towel, or Water, for a Month at 
<¢ Jeaft ; upon this I gave up my Night's Conver- 
“< fation, as well as my propos’ Entertainment ; 
“ for you muft know, Mr. Prompter, of all Things 
« I love Cleanlinefs. The next Dance was very 
“ much in the romping Tafte, and my Partner /oft 
<¢ her Handkerchief in a fevere Fit of Turning : This 
<¢ Accident. difcover’d a very pretty Neck, and a 
“ fine lac’d Tucker, pizn’d upon a dirty Shift. 


nm 
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¢ IT rextt you this Story, not from any Defire 
«¢ | have of expofing the Ladies, from an ill-natur’d 
“ way of judging of the whole Sex, from one 
“ Slut I had the Misfortune to be link’d to a whole 
« Night ; but that you may have an Opportunity 
« of telling them how much more eligible it is, to 
“ appear, and really to be, perfectly clean, in the 
“ plaineft and nok fimple Cloaths, than to. be 
<< found fuch as my Partner was. I can’t help 
“ thinking her at her Toylet, and {pending more 
“ time in endeavouring to hide, what would not 
«have taken up Half fo much, to have wafhed 
“ perfectly clean. 


“ As I fear it is too natural to judge of us b 
“ the manner of our Appearance, I would advife 
“¢ the Ladies to be very cautious in their Drefs : 
« And if they have any Defign to fet off the Beau- 
“ ‘ties Providence has beftowed on their Sex, let 
“ their Covering be clean and plain; for otherwife, 
“ the Deepeft Purfe would make the Fizeft Woman ; 
a whereas Cleanline/s makes even Raggs an Orza- 

ment, 


I am, Sir; 


Your humble Servant, 


SIMPLEx MunDITIIS. 


I HAVE too mend an Opinion of the Fair - Sex, 
to think it poffible any one could expofe herfelf 
in fo grofs a manner, and am apt to believe, it is 
a Picture drawn larger than Life, purpofely to 
ftirike the Eyes of fome particular Perfon my Cor- 
refpondent had in view, whofe Tafte might not 
have had a due Regard for that Cleanlin 
fo juftly enamour’d with : However, as Drefs takes 


ral, may not be quite improper here. 


he is | 











up a contiderabie Part of che Time of the Female 
World, a few Reflections on that Subject, in gene- 


TF we confider, that the moft famous Painters 
always drew their Venus’s, their Graces, their Dia- 
nas, generally quite naked, or gt belt, but juft 
covered with a plain unornamented Drapery, losfely 
and. wzartfully thrown over, a warm Zealot for : 
Beauty might with Juftice infer, that it wants 
nothing to fet it off, and that the Impreffion ic 
makes, ftands in need of no foreign Aid to inforce 
it. However, Cuftom having eftablifhed the Ufe | 
of Ornament, both Haudfome and Ugly employ it =| 
indifferently, the one to improve her native Charms, 
and the other to palliate her native Deformity. 


itil al m 


Me 


Ir is generally allowed to be as fair, to judge of 
others by one /fe/f, as it is to do as ome wowd be 
done by : When therefore I fee a fine Woman, 
dreft in the moft fumptuous and coftly manner 
— I look upon her without any Emotion, 

ut what may arife from the G/are with which fhe 
is furrounded ; but when I furvey this fame Wo- 
man in a plain, fimple, and unftriking Drefs, with- 
out any uncommon Ornaments, but with every 
thing about her, properly, and becomingly put to- 
gether, fo as not to confound nor dim native Beauty. 
by acquired Decoration, the Impreffion fhe makes, 
fcarce touches the Eye, but it fiwks, at once, into 
the Heart. The Difference between the fize and 
well-dreff Woman, is that of dmiration and 
Defire ; we admire the one, but defire the other. 
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I sHALL add no more on this Head, fince Ladies, 
tho’ fond of Admiration, are ftill fonder of Love, 
and if they can once be convince’d, they may be 
admir'd, without being /ov’d, but can. never be 
lov’d, without at the fame time being admir’d, | 
dare anfwer for them, if Difference of Drefs can 
produce either, they will not want prompting on 
that Head. 










I HAVE wander’d a little from the Subje& my 
Correfpondent ftarted ; but as I can hardly fuppofe 
any of my fair Readers have occafion to be prompted | 
on that Head, but moft on this, I chufe juft to 
touch upon it, leaving them to determine within | 
themfelves, whether they had rather accompany | 
their Beauty, by their Drefs, as a judicious Hand | 
does a delicate Voice, or drown it in Splendour |. 
and Ornament. 
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